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was absolutely indispensable to him all his life.
Wolsey and Cromwell were the two who filled
that niche to greatest purpose ; and Foxe might
have been the first. Perhaps it was as well for
him that he was not, in view of the fate which
overtook the others ; but it would have served
his purpose for the time if he had been. More-
over, Henry was far less savage as a young* man,
less obstinate and less ruthless; and who knows
but that Foxe might have turned the young man's
passions into sublimated channels and so have
avoided the blood through which he was to wade
to the achievement of his purposes during the
next thirty years ?

Foxe lost his opportunity through lack of tact
and understanding, and Henry soon turned from
him to others for guidance. His old grandmother,
the Countess of Richmond, was one to whom he
turned in the early years of his reign; and
another was Surrey, whom we have already met
as the rival Foxe most feared. Now Foxe had
reason to fear Surrey. For the latter should by
right have been Duke of Norfolk, and would have
been had not his family been attainted for fighting
on Richard's side at Bosworth. His one ambition
ia life, therefore, was the restoration of his title
and property, and this would have made him the
premier peer of England - he had married the
young King's aunt - and might come to wield an
unprecedented influence over Henry. Foxe knew
that if ever this man came into power personal